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The field of memory studies represents a collection of interdisciplinary approaches within the
humanities and social sciences, addressing societal perceptions of collective pasts using diverse
methodological tools. The relationship between memory and politics is particularly complex.
While memory was long a subject confined to psychology and neuroscience, the concept of
"collective memory" emerged to reinterpret the process of remembering within the context of
social phenomena.

Although the concept of “collective memory™ was introduced in the early 20th century across
various disciplines such as sociology and history, the relationship between memory and power—
specifically as a subject in political science—remained largely unexplored until the 1990s. This
period witnessed the emergence of the concept of "memory politics,” which only gained
substantial theoretical momentum during the first decade of the 21st century within the
framework of what is termed the "Memory Boom." Consequently, memory has become an
interpretive space for examining numerous political phenomena.

This seminar session aims to introduce researchers to the field of memory studies and
demonstrate how "collective memory" and its associated politics can be utilized to analyze
political behavior across different branches of political science, including political theory,
comparative politics, international relations, and interdisciplinary subfields such as political
sociology and political psychology.

Key Topics to Be Covered:

e An introduction to the field of memory studies and its relationship with political science.

e Clarifying the distinctions between the concepts of "collective memory" and "memory
politics."

e Major political theories within the field of memory studies.

e Research topics related to "memory" across various subfields of political science.

e Key methodological approaches used to study the mnemonic dimensions of political
behavior.



